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American critics of this growing coopera-

tion between the U.S. military and the Ira-
nian-backed militias call it a betrayal of the 
U.S. personnel who fought against the mili-
tias during the 10-year U.S. occupation of 
Iraq. 

‘‘It’s an insult to the families of the Amer-
ican soldiers that were wounded and killed in 
battles in which the Shia militias were the 
enemy,’’ Senate Armed Services Chairman 
JOHN MCCAIN told us. ‘‘Now, providing arms 
to them and supporting them, it’s very hard 
for those families to understand.’’ 

The U.S. is not directly training Shiite 
units of what are known as the Popular Mo-
bilization Forces, which include tens of thou-
sands of Iraqis who have volunteered to fight 
against the Islamic State as well as thou-
sands of hardened militants who ultimately 
answer to militia leaders loyal to Tehran. 
But the U.S. is flying close air support mis-
sions for those forces. 

The U.S. gives weapons directly only to 
the Iraqi Government and the Iraqi Security 
Forces, but the lines between them and the 
militias are blurry. U.S. weapons often fall 
into the hands of militias, like Iraqi 
Hezbollah. Sometimes the military coopera-
tion is even more explicit. Commanders of 
some of the hard-line militias sit in on U.S. 
military briefings on operations that were 
meant for the government-controlled Iraqi 
Security Forces, a senior administration of-
ficial said. 

This collaboration with terrorist groups 
that have killed Americans was seen as un-
avoidable as the U.S. marshaled Iraqis 
against the Islamic State, but could prove 
counterproductive to U.S. interests in the 
long term, this official said. 

The militias comprise largely Shiite volun-
teers and are headed by the leader of the 
Iraqi Hezbollah, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis. He 
was sanctioned in 2009 by the Treasury De-
partment for destabilizing Iraq. Al-Muhandis 
is a close associate of Qasem Suleimani, the 
Iranian Quds Force commander, who has 
snapped selfies with the militia leader at key 
battles. 

Other militias that have participated in 
the fighting against the Islamic State in-
clude the League of the Righteous which, in 
2007, carried out a brutal roadside execution 
of five U.S. soldiers near Karbala. The group 
to this day boasts of its killing of U.S. sol-
diers. In an interview in February, a spokes-
man for the militia defended the killings and 
said his militia had killed many more Amer-
ican soldiers. 

Members of these groups have also been de-
ployed by Iran to defend the Assad regime in 
neighboring Syria. James Clapper, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, confirmed in a 
June 3 letter to seven Republican Senators, 
which we obtained, that ‘‘Iran and Hezbollah 
have also leveraged allied Iraqi Shia mili-
tant and terrorist groups, which receive 
training in Iran, to participate in the pro- 
Assad operations.’’ 

The militias also stand accused of gross 
human rights abuses and battlefield atroc-
ities in Sunni areas where they have fought. 
The State Department heavily criticized 
Iran’s support for the Iraqi militias and 
those militias’ behavior in its annual report 
on worldwide terrorism, released last week. 

Further down: 
With the deadline approaching for a nu-

clear deal that would place up to $150 billion 
in the hands of Iran, the U.S. is now openly 
acknowledging in its annual report on inter-
national terrorism that Iran is supporting a 
foreign legion, comprising Afghans, Iraqis, 
and Lebanese fighters to defend Iranian in-
terests throughout the Middle East. 

But the U.S. response to this is incon-
sistent. In Iraq, America is fighting along-
side Iranian-backed militias. In Syria, U.S.- 

supported forces are fighting against those 
same militias. The tragedy of this policy is 
that the Islamic State has been able to hold 
and expand its territory in Iraq and Syria, 
while Iran has been able to tighten its grip 
on Baghdad. 

Then another article from Daniel 
Horowitz, Conservative Review: 

Anyone who visits Walter Reed Hospital 
will immediately see the irrevocable destruc-
tion of Hezbollah. Thousands of our troops 
have been incapacitated and mangled by 
IEDs from Hezbollah and other Shiite groups 
in Iraq, all funded by Obama’s ally, Iran. 
Anyone who was around in 1983 will remem-
ber the 241 American servicemen who were 
killed in the Hezbollah terror attack in Bei-
rut. 

Guess what Obama is doing with them? 
Eli Lake reports at Bloomberg News that 

our troops are sharing a base with Hezbollah- 
controlled Shiite forces, and we are bailing 
them out of their humiliating loss to the Is-
lamic State. 
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The article goes on, but it is just ex-
ceedingly tragic; but it explains why 
the President has been unable to state 
that we have a clear strategy in the 
Middle East because, on the one hand, 
we have had the United States military 
give their lives fighting against the 
tyranny and the atrocities of 
Hezbollah. 

On the other hand, we now have the 
President, the Commander in Chief, 
who commands over our forces that he 
has put in the same camp with 
Hezbollah. The hope, apparently, of the 
administration is, even though they 
are still bragging in Hezbollah about 
killing American soldiers, that maybe 
by having them camp in the same 
camp, they won’t be killing them now. 
You have got to love that optimism. 

As we see the Commander in Chief’s 
troops being forced to come together 
with people like Hezbollah—that want 
to kill them, have killed them, have 
maimed them, Hezbollah is clearly sup-
ported by Iran—then we get this, ‘‘AP 
Exclusive: Document outlines big- 
power nuke help to Iran,’’ George Jahn, 
dated today, from Vienna. 

The United States and other nations nego-
tiating a nuclear deal with Iran are ready to 
offer high-tech reactors and other state-of- 
the-art equipment to Tehran if it agrees to 
crimp programs that can make atomic 
bombs, according to a confidential document 
obtained Tuesday by the Associated Press. 

The draft document—one of several tech-
nical appendixes meant to accompany the 
main text of any deal—has dozens of brack-
eted texts where disagreements remain. 
Technical cooperation is the least controver-
sial issue at the talks, and the number of 
brackets suggest the sides have a ways to go 
not only on the topic but also more conten-
tious disputes with little more than a week 
until the June 30 deadline for a deal. 

With that deadline looming, Iran’s top 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on Tuesday 
rejected a long-term freeze on nuclear re-
search and supported banning international 
inspectors from accessing military sites. 
Khamenei, in comments broadcast on Ira-
nian state television, also said Iran will sign 
a final deal provided all economic sanctions 
now in Iran are first lifted—in a sign the Is-
lamic Republic may be toughening its stance 
ahead of the deadline. 

In any event, that is great news. 
Of course, the Senate and House 

passed a bill that turned requirements 
for authorization of treaties upside 
down. Instead of having two-thirds of 
the Senate required to approve a deal, 
we have flipped it. Now, it will take 
two-thirds of a vote in the House and 
Senate to disapprove a deal. That 
makes it easier for the President to 
give Iran the nuclear reactors they are 
hoping. 

Mr. Speaker, I brought this up in 
past years; but here, in negotiating 
with Iran, one of our lead negotiators 
was the same person who was involved 
in the Clinton administration negotia-
tions with North Korea, where they cut 
this wonderful deal basically saying, in 
essence, we will give you nuclear reac-
tors for power if you will just promise 
that you won’t use them to make nu-
clear weapons. 

This dishonest, evil leader said: All 
you want is a promise from a dishonest 
leader that I won’t use them to make 
nukes? Sure, I will promise you that. 
Bring on the nuclear power plants. 

Those came, and they were con-
verted. Now, North Korea is helping 
with parts of the evil empire to develop 
nuclear weapons of their own. 

When you have somebody involved in 
that kind of deal with North Korea 
sent to negotiate with Iran, we should 
have known that this would be coming: 
Hey, we will give you nuclear reactors. 
We will help you make it happen. We 
just don’t want you to use them to 
make nuclear weapons. 

Since Iran has been—at least the 
leaders have been so evil in the way 
they have pursued Israel, in the way 
they have pursued Americans, con-
tinuing to brag about killing Ameri-
cans, I don’t think anybody should 
really be surprised if this deal gets cut 
and then Iran goes ahead and uses what 
we provide them or the P5+1 provides 
them in order to make nuclear weapons 
more quickly than they could have 
without this kind of deal. 

But ‘‘congratulations’’ again go to 
the Republican leaders in the House 
and Senate for pushing through the au-
thority for the President to have the 
ability to make these kinds of deals. 
Who says I can’t be magnanimous and 
thank Republican leaders? 

I hope the American public will wake 
up and understand, the deal that has 
been negotiated is deadly to our ally 
Israel; it is deadly to the United 
States. Make it clear that any party 
that hopes to have any chance of hav-
ing a President elected from their 
party better not be part of the deal 
with Iran because it is going to get 
more Americans and Israelis killed. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
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without amendment a bill of the House 
of the following title: 

H.R. 533. An act to revoke the charter of 
incorporation of the Miami Tribe of Okla-
homa at the request of that tribe, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate concurs in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment with 
an amendment to the bill (H.R. 1295) 
‘‘An Act to extend the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act, the Generalized 
System of Preferences, the preferential 
duty treatment program for Haiti, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a concurrent resolu-
tion of the following title in which the 
concurrence of the House is requested: 

S. Con. Res. 19. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the 
House of Representatives. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 644) ‘‘An Act to reauthor-
ize trade facilitation and trade enforce-
ment functions and activities, and for 
other purposes.’’, and request a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. HATCH, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mrs. STABE-
NOW to be the conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 51 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 8 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
THE HOUSE AMENDMENT TO THE 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
1295, TRADE PREFERENCES EX-
TENSION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–179) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 338) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 1295) to extend the Af-
rican Growth and Opportunity Act, the 
Generalized System of Preferences, the 
preferential duty treatment program 
for Haiti, and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of a med-
ical procedure. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 615. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under 
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among 
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2146. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, and air 
traffic controllers to make penalty-free 
withdrawals from governmental plans after 
age 50, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 33 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, June 25, 2015, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1901. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Marketing Order Regu-
lating the Handling of Spearmint Oil Pro-
duced in the Far West; Salable Quantities 
and Allotment Percentages for the 2015-2016 
Marketing Year [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-14-0096; 
FV15-985-1 FR] received June 22, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

1902. A letter from the Administrator, 
Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s interim final rule — Biorefinery, 
Renewable Chemical, and Biobased Product 
Manufacturing Assistance Program (RIN: 
0570-AA73) received June 22, 2015, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

1903. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s ‘‘Report to Congress on the Child 
Care and Development Fund (CCDF) for Fis-
cal Years 2012 and 2013’’, pursuant to Pub. L. 
113-186, Sec. 658L; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

1904. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Food Additives Permitted in Feed and 
Drinking Water of Animals; Gamma-Lino-
lenic Acid Safflower Meal [Docket No.: FDA- 
2010-F-0537] received June 22, 2015, pursuant 

to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

1905. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Food Additives Permitted for Direct Addi-
tion to Food for Human Consumption; TBHQ 
[Docket No.: FDA-2014-F-0364] received June 
19, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1906. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the ‘‘2012-2013 
Report to Congress on Organ Donation and 
the Recovery, Preservation, and Transpor-
tation of Organs’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 274f- 
4, added by Pub. L. 108-216, the Organ Dona-
tion and Recovery Improvement Act; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1907. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the report to 
Congress on the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Pro-
gram Parts A and B Supplemental Funds for 
FY 2011 through 2014, pursuant to Secs. 
2603(e) and 2620(d) of Title XXVI of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

1908. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Food and 
Drug Administration’s FY 2014 annual Per-
formance Report to Congress, pursuant to 
the Generic Drug User Fee Amendments of 
2012; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

1909. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer 
and Acceptance to Australia, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended, Pub. L. 94-329, Transmittal No.: 
15-41; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1910. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s ‘‘Country Re-
ports on Terrorism 2014’’, pursuant to 22 
U.S.C. 2656f; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1911. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report consistent with the 
Authorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Pub. L. 107- 
243) and the Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force Against Iraq Resolution (Pub. L. 
102-1), for the February 14, 2015, to April 15, 
2015 reporting period.; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1912. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the ‘‘Report on External Qual-
ity Control Review’’ for the year ending on 
September 30, 2014; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1913. A letter from the Chief Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Officer, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implementation 
[CPCLO Order No.: 008-2015] received June 22, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

1914. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Management and Budget, Executive Office of 
The President, transmitting the ‘‘2014 Report 
to Congress on the Benefits and Costs of Fed-
eral Regulations and Unfunded Mandates on 
State, Local, and Tribal Entities’’, as re-
quired by 31 U.S.C. 1105 note and 2 U.S.C. 
1531-1538; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1915. A letter from the Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Accounting Officer, Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Des Moines, transmit-
ting the Federal Home Loan Bank of Des 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

June 24, 2015 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H4648
June 24, 2015, on page H4648, the following appeared: House adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday, June 24, 2015, at 9 a.m.The online version should be corrected to read: House adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday, June 25, 2015, at 9 a.m.
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